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Census 2020 Local Government Participation

Can influence Census 2020 results by:

Ensure the Census Bureau has all the administrative data it needs and is correct:

- Local Update of Census Addresses (LUCA)

- City Boundary and Annexation Survey (BAS) 

Encourage everyone to participate:

- Complete Count Committees 
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Why is LUCA Important? 
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* Source: https://gwipp.gwu.edu/counting-dollars-role-decennial-census-geographic-distribution-federal-funds
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A lot of money!

$1,910 Per Resident
Per Year  

Why is LUCA Important? 



Why The Census Matters

Opportunity Costs to the State

Cost of errors is on us!!!

Measurement: One Year Ten Years

Per Resident Missed:
$1,910 $19,100

Per Housing Unit Not Included:
(2.32  Average Residents) $4,431 $44,312

If the State’s Census is off .1 percent:
(~780 Residents, ~336 Housing Units) ~ $1.5 ~ $15 Million



Comparing LUCA to Federal Income Taxes



Local Update Of Census Addresses (LUCA)

- Results from the Census Address List Improvement Act of 1994

- Intended to allow local governments to review Census Bureau address, make recommendations

- Is the only program that allows local governments to review the Bureau’s confidential address lists

- Data shared with local governments can only be used for Census related purposes 

- Participation by local governments is voluntary



Will There be Problems 
with Census Addresses? 

- Only after signing up to see the data

- The state’s access occurs at the same time as tribes, counties and cities

When do we actually know if there is a problem with addresses?
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Prior to Census 2010 
Twenty One North Dakota Counties

Signed Up for LUCA

Information on those who actually submitted changes is not available.
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We look kind of passive 
compare to most of the 

rest of the country!!! 

Late Address Adds Prior to Census 2010
(Including LUCA Appeals) By County



https://storymaps.geo.census.gov/arcgis/apps/MapTools/index
.html?appid=bf0af1d97f30421caa1b5d51f80ff825

Signed Up for LUCA 2020 So Far:

Story Map from Census Geography Division: 

https://storymaps.geo.census.gov/arcgis/apps/MapTools/index.html?appid=bf0af1d97f30421caa1b5d51f80ff825


Signing Up for LUCA 2020

How To Sign Up

Options:

- Respond to letter mail in July, 2017

- Contact Census Geography Division at 844-344-0169, or email geo.2020.luca@census.gov

- Contact North Dakota  Department of Commerce (701) 328-5300 for more information

Deadline is December 15th

No Second Chances!

mailto:geo.2020.luca@census.gov
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Complete Count Committees

▪ Beginning FY 17
▪ CCC briefing and 

training materials
▪ Partnership 

Specialist Support

▪ The county, municipal and community levels
▪ Resources

▪ Partnership Agreement

Pre-decisional
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SCCC and CCC Subcommittee 

Types

COMMUNICATIONS, 

MEDIA AND 

TECHNOLOGY   

EDUCATION 

(PRESCHOOL -

GRADE 12)

EDUCATION (POST 

SECONDARY)

COMMUNITY 

ORGANIZATIONS

BUSINESS

DATA AND MAPS

FAITH-BASED

HOMELESS

IMMIGRANT

GOVERNMENT

EX-OFFENDER

GROUP QUARTERS

RECRUITING

VETERANS

SENIOR CITIZEN

LIBRARY

SPECIAL HOUSING

• Faith-based organizations are 
found in every community and 
maintain interactive and 
ongoing communications with 
their members. 

• The ex-offender population is 
sizeable and is often 
disenfranchised from the 
community and hard to track..

• Census can manage costs by 
leveraging the ability of local 
government to provide 
knowledge of the population, 
organizations., and 
institutions.

• Because of the limited access 
to most group quarters, 
cooperation from the 
institutions is vitally important 
to achieve an accurate count.

• In the 2010 Decennial Census, 
the count was 209,325 for 
persons counted at shelters, 
outdoor locations, soup 
kitchens and mobile food vans.

• One of the serious challenges 
for a Census enumerator is 
encountering housing units 
where no one in the 
household speaks English.

• Assists community 
Organizations in utilizing 
Census toolkit materials 
enables them to innovate.

• Involving a community’s 
business sector creates a 
unifying element that touches 
every household within the 
community. 

• Utilizing community orgs 
provide outreach 
opportunities for a broad 
spectrum of residents of all 
ages, races and backgrounds.

• Understanding where hard-to-
count areas exist is important to 
direct subcommittee activities 
toward the correct populations 
and geographic areas. 

• Reaches U.S. households 
through schools and helps 
create a generation of future 
self-responders. 

• Works with university housing 
to obtain administrative 
records for group quarters, 
builds relationships with 
leadership to facilitate access.

• Reaching all members of 
the workforce community 
enhances the ability of the  
Census to plug into existing 
recruiting resources.

• Urban Libraries Council 
says libraries are the “most 
trusted government entity”,  
poised to be pivotal for 
civic engagement.

• Although a high 
responding group, the 
trend towards reduced 
home ownership may 
create enumerating 
challenges for field.

• The rental population will 
exceed a third of the entire 
U.S. population by 
2020.No matter the 
housing type, access is 
vital for an accurate count.

• Over 22 million veterans 
living in the United States  
present  a sizeable bloc 
distributed throughout the 
50 states.Former military 
personnel can provide 
leadership and excellent 
recruiting assistance.

STATE DATA 

CENTERS/CENSUS 

INFORMATION 

CENTERS

Pre-decisional



“We lead North Dakota’s 
efforts to attract, retain 

and expand wealth.”

- People, our most important asset

www.NDCommerce.com
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